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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

Post-stroke lateropulsion: current knowledge, priorities and practice
You are invited to participate in the research project described below.
What is the project about?
Lateropulsion (also termed ‘pusher syndrome’ or pusher behaviour’) after stroke is characterised by an active push of the body toward the more affected side, and/or active resistance to weight shift toward the less affected side. Lateropulsion is prevalent, affecting about half of people who require rehabilitation after stroke, and is associated with poor rehabilitation outcomes. The research project will investigate the current state of lateropulsion management in Australia and New Zealand, clinicians’ and educators’ wants and needs in terms of lateropulsion management resources, and identify current barriers and enablers of best-practice rehabilitation provision. Results will inform future implementation studies that will aim to improve management of post-stroke lateropulsion in Australia and New Zealand, ultimately improving outcomes of people with lateropulsion in the region. 
Who is undertaking the project?

This project is being conducted by Jessica Nolan and Angela Jacques from the University of Notre Dame Australia and Professor Barby Singer from Edith Cowan University. 
What will I be asked to do?

You are invited to complete an online survey, which will ask you questions about your experience and perceptions of lateropulsion management, as well as barriers and enablers to provision of best-practice rehabilitation. It should take you about 5-10 minutes to complete and your identity will remain completely anonymous. 
Are there any risks associated with participating in this project?

There is no foreseeable risk in you participating in this research project. 
What are the benefits of the research project?

This survey will help us to understand the current state of post-stroke lateropulsion management in Australia. Results will inform future implementation studies that will aim to improve management of post-stroke lateropulsion in Australia and New Zealand, ultimately improving outcomes of people with lateropulsion in the region. 
What if I change my mind?
Participation in this study is completely voluntary. Even if you begin the survey, you are free to withdraw by simply not completing it. However, once you complete the survey and submit it back to us, you won’t be able to withdraw it because we will have no way of knowing which one is yours. 

How will you keep my information private and confidential?

Completed surveys will be stored securely on a password-protected computer and only the researchers will have access to this information during the project. 

Once the study is completed, the data collected from you will be stored securely as per university policy for research data management. The data may be used in future research. The overall results of the study will be published as a journal article.

Will I be able to find out the results of the project?

Once we have analysed the information from surveys we will prepare a manuscript for publication. Participants who are interested may request a copy of the published manuscript from the research team. 
Who do I contact if I have questions about the project?

If you have any questions about this project, please feel free to contact Jessica Nolan at 08 9433 0876 or jessica.nolan@nd.edu.au. We are happy to discuss with you any concerns you may have about this study. 
What if I have a concern or complaint?
The study has been approved by the Human Research Ethics Committee at The University of Notre Dame Australia (approval number 2023-131F). If you have a concern or complaint regarding the ethical conduct of this research project and would like to speak to an independent person,  please contact Notre Dame’s Research Ethics Officer at (+61 8) 9433 0943 or research.ethics@nd.edu.au.  Any complaint or concern will be treated in confidence and fully investigated. You will be informed of the outcome.

How do I sign up to participate?

If you are happy to participate, please click on the following link and proceed to the survey. 
Thank you for your time. 
Yours sincerely,
JESSICA NOLAN
ANGELA JACQUES
BARBARA SINGER
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